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JANKOVSKI

: known tO the
N name 18 SO well :
0 EUROP? ADLTorthern Korea as ]ankovskl.d dT£I€31
lnhabltants g . Russian WhO has Se;ttle : owl
i

i f Shuotsu. | .
p th;:el'ga%flt(;ide wir native land he has had 2 life
e

Y .

fll of ?ht?ges{vho has now been dead 2 long tlrne(,,1
h I;l?n ailis 3’7oung days emigrated from Polang an :
bgcome 5 settler on the Siberian coast, by the Sea ﬁ
Japan. Apart from his great activities as d settler, fi
ontributed greatly to’ the exploration of the anima
world of Eastern Siberia. In the museums at Lemn—
rad, Warsaw and many other places may be still seen
specimens of many strange species of animals, among
them some previously unknown to science, which
Jankovski collected in Eastern Siberia.

His son, George Jankovski, now fifty-eight years old,
was before the Russian Revolution owner of the large
estates which his father had settled at Sidemi, between
Xladwostok and the Korean frontier. In those davs

¢ devoted hi : .
ol 211;1 h;ril}l(selhf to the breeding of horses. He had

racers, undred, among them many fine

But What m 1 '
: ade h 0
?:ps i bree 1 OfIS pr perty most famous was per-

W eer. H ' i
“than thyee thousand he;dl.la'%l?egee 3‘eii‘rm Ve

119 (Pseudaxis
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— IN KOREAN WILDS AND VILLAGES b
dybowskii) he bred only for the o) of the

The newly grown hor{l with Qn.ly Soft Skinegnhor“%. .
produce a Very expensive medicine which ;g n thep,
demand. Among the Chmes'e espegially i 8tegy
highly prized as a means of rejuvenatiop, One S;Host |
horn of a large size brings more thap £50 ang illgle |
horns are grown every year, : Cw

When the waves of the Russian Revolutiop 1,
those tracts and there was danger there of CIV] |
Jankovski played a conspicuous réle. He Organizeq
a White force which for long stood oyt AgaInst th,
Reds, but at last he had to bow before SUperio;
strength and then he fled with his fan}lly 1N a moty,
boat to Korea, where he landed at Seishin, Hp als
arranged for some of his men to drive a herd of horseg
into Korea over the frontier. But everything else he
had to sacrifice. Had he fallen into the hands of the
Reds, his doom had been sealed, because he had
given them so much trouble during the conquest
of the Maritime Province,

Jankovski now settled for g while at Seishin and
looked about for something to do. To begin with he
sold the horses, Then he went in for herring fishing
along the coast near Seishin, During the winters
he shot leopards, wild boar, roe deer and pheasants.

Thanks to his great energy and resourcefulness he
soon achieved succegs again.

In the Shuotsu Rivep valley, thirty-two miles from
selshln, Jankovski discovered
Ing bit of country where h
himself hoqse. > christened his home Novina.
Here he Provided himge]f With horses ang cows and
took up gardemng and bee-keeping. With the help of
the nativeg he also Managed ¢, catch in th ods of

orthern Koreq Some deer ¢ s

f the Same kind as those

I

acheq |

i
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JAN KOVSKI

e 4pred and with them he laid ¢},
o yew deer AT L .
hgfs 275" came upon the idea of taking in gy
e da)’e built some SUMMEr cottages and Jet

o 1< with bim- ure proved succe
s met orecting NEW summer houses, ope after
o ¥ dwhen I arrived at Shuotsu in the Spring of
aﬂothegé jctivities Were still on the increase. He lgxz?d
995 cchased a strip of the sea-shore with 5 fine
50 pbea ch only a half-hour’s motor drive from the
g = where his guests could bathe, Dy
sil28® his little holiday resort is now vie: T8, e
e f people, especial now visited by 4
- qumber 0 dP fP » especially Russian émigrés
fom Harbin and from Shanghai but also other
guropeans from Japan, China and Manchuria, Hjs
jeer-farm grOws steadily. He has nearly fifty head
Iready. ‘
aDur);ng the winter Jankovski devotes himself to
punting in the company of his three sons, all of whom
gegood hands at it. His eldest son, Valerij, is held now
1o be the best hunter in Korea. I was out with him
several times and marvelled at his efficiency and his
uique faculty for stalking his quarry. ' His younger
brother, Arsenij, is also a first-rate hunter. Jankovski
senior has two brothers, one of whom also lives in
Shuotsu. He is an entomological collector, and he
specializes in the sale of Korean butterflies ab_road.
The other brother is a detective in French service at
Shenghai and spends his_holidays at Novina 5o
that quite a little Russian village haskspﬁngk%g digon
“Have you shot any tlgerS? igi:S ed jJa

lay when he was paying me VL The first I shot when

« ¢ era
. Yes” he answered. Sev der and I were
M brother Alexan
.+ Was seventeen. )

LY

121
e founda.
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ssful,
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122 IN KOREAN WILDS AND VI

riding through the taiga one W}‘nte‘r’s s o
going along the side of a steep incline When V¢ v
our horses became uneasy. An instant Jate, : uddenly
tiger came for us 1n a series of mighty leapgwerful
jumped off before he was too near and the ¢; e W,

upon one of the horses. Tiger and horge went turipbrﬁng
1

down the slope. My brother and T both fired ., g
tiger, who was finally despatched by 4 bullet of I;tl rlthe
€,

“The Eastern Siberian tiger is UNIqQue i jtq
with its long-haired winter coat,” went op Jankoi};g’
“Thirty years ago fifty or sixty tigers used t be g, (:
every winter in the Vlad1vqstok region, but ngy, thet
have been almost exterminated. 1In the Siberia,{
forests there was plenty of game at that time, Apart
from tigers, I used to go after WOIV.CS, bears, leopards
gorals and roe deer to say nothing of wil f0W1:
geese, ducks and pheasants and much elge. Byt
in Korea, I have not had a chance of shooting 3 single
tiger during all the thirteen years I have beep here, ]
have sighted several, however, and I once captured
two little tiger cubs. The tiger is almost exterminated
here also.”

“Were there many bandits in those regions?”’ [ agked,

“Yes,” Jankovski replied. “They gave us a lot of
trouble. 'They plundered and murdered whenever
they could. We had to 8o out after them several times,
bands of us,”

“Have you ever brought down wild fowl of that
species ?”’

“Ye,s, several. Otherwise I would not be sitting here.
Many’s the} time their bullets haye whistled past me.
But here in Korea we af¢ not bothered by them.

the Paiktusan woods and
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AFTER WILD BOAR ON THE KOREAN MOUNTAINS

IN THE middle of December I found myself in a
very wild tract of Northern Korea. It was a moun-
-tainous region, traversed by deep valleys with countless
ravines 1n every direction. The mountains were
extremely high and steep. Snow lay everywhere. It was
not far from the Manchurian frontier and one could see
into that country from the highest mountain-peaks.
The southern slopes of the mountain range were in
places bare from snow. The whole region was covered
with leafy woodland, oaks being specially noticeable,
but here and there were pines and firs also. In the river
valleys many different species of leafy trees occurred.

In this region tigers, leopards, lynxes, bears and wild
boars were to be met with, as well as roe deer and
smaller animals. It was the wild boar I was after above
all. I particularly wanted to get for the Natural History
Museum in Stockholm a specimen of the very big
type of wild boar which is to be found thereabouts.

The numbers of wild boars in different parts of
Fprea vary greatly from year to year. Up in the moun-
Oalnous parts they depend very much on the supply

n‘i‘fl‘;fns which here seem to be their favourite food.
e :u&nmer, when they live chiefly on roots and
bin thu s and Sug:h potatoes and corn as they can get
cvnly be Koreans’ farms, they are spread out more
YUt in the winter they are drawn chiefly to the

123
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124 IN KOREAN WILDS ANp VILLAGES \

localities where acorns are plentify], He
frequently be seen 1n hergls of fifteen op 1. -
ing about for the acorns in the snow,

During my visit to this Iocality I Staye(
little Korean hut in a deep valley, T p, d for In 4 by,
there Jankovski’s two sons, Valerij ang Arg CO.‘,“IJany
also were out after wild boar. Sjéqvist hg, d Oteh y
to get through with for the time being. 1y, , d df':tr' asky
the Korean family, five in number, there live dl lon ¢,
hut a bull, a cow, a calf, a dog, a cat and fiye hensln the
Korean family and all these animals lived i the k{t y ¢
where the cattle had a section to thernselves, Partitig <
off. In most of the native huts hereabouts j; Was It)ﬁ
custom to have the cattle living thus in the kitche :
This is a practice dating back to the perioq WheI;
tigers were so numerous that it was dangerous to leaye
the cattle outside.

From their separate compartments the bull apg the
cow were able to stretch their heads well into the othe,
part of the kitchen. Once when one of the young
Jankovskis was standing near the low partition, with
his back to it, and was munching at a turnip, the bull
suddenly stretched out his mighty head, swung out his
long rough tongue and, to the astonishment of the
Russian, appropriated his turnip. |

We ran no risk of over sleeping of a morning as the |
cock in the kitchen began to crow long before daylight. |
As we lived in the room next the kitchen, there wasa |
distance of only a few yards between us and this
trustworthy alarm-clock which had the further merit
that it did not click.

When I awoke on the morning of December the 12th
the thern}ometfer registered ~°F, Ap icy north wind
was blowing with tremendouys force. There was not 2
cloud in the sky. It was not tempting weather for 2

¢
t y
e by
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AFTER WILD BOAR ON THE MOUNTAINS 12§

" ip up to the summit of the mountain—the wind
“?f:,]d be worse still up there. But as soon as we had
‘ “od our fill of roe deer flesh and rice and warmed our-
hﬂl‘.@ with a couple of cups of hot tea we decided to

out our plan for the day. However I did not
¢t much from it.

de our way up a side valley first. There was a
chmsf coming across here a );wrd of wild boar
Cha.rlﬁ had gone through it the day before. Arsenij
. ne way by himself, while Valerij and 1 together
went ° other. We had a Korean with us who carried a
ent 47 h a little food in it in case weé should not

kﬂ.apsack ‘Vit' ht
t nigit. : 39
re%’;:};%oﬁtga mile and a half of walking Valerij and

e tracks the wild boars had left the day
- upT()l?et};now was almost a foot deep, and the
befoﬁ: . which told of a herd of about twenty, were
” t’ obliterated by the wind. Valerij had seen the
;h?gson the previous day and had reckoned it to be of
aljout twenty. Two he had shot. il
To begin with, the tracks led up a steep incline.
Then they wandered up and down the wooded moun-
uin. Soon we were several miles from where Valerij
had encountered the herd. After we had gone on our
way for a couple of hours, the tracks ceased to tell of
the whole herd—it had evidently dispersed. The wild
boars had evidently lost their sense of fright. The single
set of tracks divided up into several. Here and there

ome of them had kicked away the snow and burrowed *

at:l(t)ut zlimong the dry oak leaves in search of acorns,
on

o y a few of them had snatched a mouthful. It
Clear that they intended going farther,

b ti;ilge}rle lots of old tracks everywhere and as the

Va5 Somet; ad been 80 much affected by the wind it

"¢ impossible to follow them. Twice we

-’
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IN KOREAN WILDS AND VILLAGEg

entirely but after scouring all the T
lost ;‘lléirgrhood found them again. We came 4 :
nelz%; ak-grove in which the herd had clearly i
an

regular halt for 2 large expanse of the ground hyg
ro%zf ffff{g afterwards we reached a spot whey th
animals had spent the night. Wild boars dopy li:
Jown to rest just anywhere. They take trouble gy,
the arrangement of their beds. First they kick away t},
snow, then they make an oblong kind of hole i, the
ground adapted to their measurements. As they ar
equipped with a singularly strong hide and are i
-ddition fat, they don’t suffer from cold. In fact they
are able to bear a very low temperature indeed. [t
sometimes seems indeed, as though they feel too wam,
even in the depths of winter, for while stalking them |
have often come upon tracks leading down to a stream
where a boar has taken a bath in icy cold water—he had
had to break the ice to get in!

Once I could see by a boar’s tracks that he had been
lying in a shallow stream and wallowed about in the
mud and then shaken himself several times so that the
snow all around was bespattered with mud. It is quite
clear that we need not worry about the wild boars

f:r{ilﬁﬂr%ng from climatic conditions in these northern
11ds !

126
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AFTER WILD BOAR ON THE MOUNTAINS 12%

drink but it was clear that they had resisted an
remptation to bathe in it. Perhaps they reflected that
forty degrees of frost and a hard north wind did
not combine o make suitable bathing weather.
Generally speal.ilng, howeve.r, wild boars are so given
to winter bathing at least in these regions that one

valley here has become known to hunters as the Wild
Boar’s Bath, because the animals resort to it so much

urpose.

foth;lee It)raclljts led us next into an extremely dense
ticket in which I sometimes could see only a few yards
in front of me. At 2.30 p.m. we felt that the herd must
be quite near us, and we tolfi the Korean. to star}d still
¢ avoid all unnecessary noise. It was 1mposs1]:>le to
avoid making the branches rustle when one tried to
move, but the fierce north wind, which was dead
against Us, neutralized this a little by shaking the bran-
ches all around.

We stood still time after time, watching and listening,
and suddenly we thought we saw something dark
moving at a distance of about fifty or sixty yards. It
seemed likely to be a wild boar. As we could not get
nearer to it I decided to shoot, being convinced now
that it must be a boar. - L

As my shot rang out the whole thicket seemed to
burst into life. A tremendous cracking of branches
gz;:%r be heard in all directions. My bullet, though it
The o st tgrough a small tree trunk, rfeached its mark.
and fellutl:, ed boar now came rushing ‘towards us
i anoth: second shot. My companion brought
id not Catchr one which was tearing past us but we
through the sight of the rest of the herd as it made off
* denge v undergrowth and brushwood. This was

We rere CUd see nothing through it.

ere : ;
» however, quite satisfied to have shot two
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128 IN KOREAN WILDS AND VILLAGES

big specimens. When we had examjp, the
animals, both of which had almost black g 3 o
removed the entrails. Wild boar hunterg in aowe
attach great importance to the gall bl.ac.lder, Whichre:a
dried afterwards an.d made into med1c1{1e, : ils
contents it 1s pulver1z§q and the powder s Mixed Witt}?
saké or some other spirit and the mixture is dryp
Korean women immediately after giving birth toZ
child. It is believed to hasten the woman’s Convale,.
cence and to prevent complications, A boar’y gl
bladder will as a rule be worth five or six shilling in

ea.
K()C;ur Korean attendant, whom we hgd left behing s,
now joined us again and lit a fire while we busje( out-
selves with the carcasses. Both beasts were big but nt
of the very biggest kind and I decided not to use either
of them for my museum purposes.

We now made tea and indulged in a meal. It was
fine to be able to take a rest by the fire for we had not
paused for more than a few minutes since our start
and it was now three.

Valerij now decided to follow the herd’s tracks a bit

further so that we might know where to begin our next
hunt. The Kore ¢ '

st : Il possib] hile the |
ars shope O'U;:nlél tlllf heavens, It)he colfi ?i?c? Ijz ccl)ming |
alace cou‘lziiaS dellghtful to be under a roof

A0t have been g more welcomeé
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AFTER WILD BOAR ON THE MOUNTAINS 129

refuge than the simple clay hut,

a door made of paper to shut 05}20:1%:1 ::;:;—f gl
cold outsxc.le. The Koreans busied themselves at once::
with the kltChel‘_l fire and as its flues went under all the
floors (as usual in such abodes) we were soon comfort-
ably warm. The cold continued all that night. Indeed
it was SO severe that week that in our valley alone four
oreans died of it during the next few days.

Two days latfar I set forth again after wild boar,
again accompanied by Valerij and the same Korean
carrier. We had decided to make for a valley a long
ff so we made a start even before our cock

distance O

could wake us—about an hour before daybreak. The
weather was just as it had been before. The sky was
cloudless. It was 277 degrees of frost.

" First we walked through a valley about three and a
half miles in length, then we clambered up to the
summit of the mountain range and swept the ravines
.nd side valleys with our field-glasses to see if we could
descry any wild boars. They were more likely to be
found on the southern slopes where the snow was less
deep and sometimes the ground was bare. But we
could see no sign of any. We crossed one deep valley
Jfter another and found countless tracks of them but
old tracks only. In the oak groves they had rooted up
the snow over wide stretches. It was clear that a big
herd had been feeding there for a long time.

At one o’clock we sighted a huge boar at a distance
of about a mile. He was moving along over a bit of
%round which we ourselves had traversed just before.
Several deep valleys lay between him and us. He
“med to be nearly coal—and almost as big as a bear

enJOYed wat h- . . )
Moy g atching him through my glasses. He was

way with his back to us, and as the wind blew

aight in his direnes
St his direction from us it would not do for
5
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im. Now he stood still 3 while, | :

=l N b ot
in tember, the boars’ pairing time, and §ing1e Male In
tll):: period roam about among the differen; herdat
They are very capricious at this time of the ye,/ ansd
when a male animgl is quite quietly occupied by, !
ing for acorns he is apt to.break off withouyt Wapn:
m% to dart off in one direction or another, Pey,
2}1110ughts have turned suddenly towards some Young
sow whom he has met in the locality and who Ly et

i eating.
hlsle)fﬁlesrf l1)'iva1 iales meet now there are tremendgy,
battles and as their tusks are fearsome Weapons th,
outcome is apt to be sanguinary to a degree, Valerj
had witnessed several such fights and he declared they
were fights to a finish. He had also. often shot hoarg
with great scars on them. These big males have
fears. A wounded boar is ready to attack map and
every year a number of Korean hunters are killed by
them. With their big tusks they tear open the bellies of
their foes. It is said that even tigers give a wide berth

g about for acorns. He was on a stee
slope about 1,000 yards from us a ;

. d in the direction

We were followmg The %! z ;
g ’ C wi

vame straight from him ¢ us nd was favourable, as it

Im and us were €xtreme] € precipices between

decided to yajt a while he and difficult, so we

We had not tak, tried t hi
en ir 0 get at him.
two o’clock, So o ot since ;

Cstarted and i W
wWe m na it was no
Reinvi ade teq and haq

SOrated, we poy d ad a meal,

®Stended jptq the first
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p BOAR ON THE MOUNTAINS 131

AY pe descent was SO steep that it would have
qalley: TO ‘ble for us but for the bushes_here .and
peen % 1ich we clung. But we managed it all right
there £ “l,)e .n the climbing of the ridge beyond.

gnd te” wegreached the top we were able to see that
Whe? was still on the same spot. There was now no
the boarlose <o down we went into the second valley,
ime 10 "0° 1 easier to get across. We were now
Jy about 600 yards from the boar. He was moving
X yt in a very dense thicket now and sometimes was
ab?tl; pidden by the brushwood. He was about ninety
q:rlds from a peak which we decided to climl? from the
<de opposite to him and we hoped to see him near at
hand thus, if he remained where he was.

We set about this manceuvre at once. But before we
had been ten minutes on the move we began to hear a
breaking and rustling of branches just below us. The
ground was rather uneven and at first we could not
see anything, so we went down a bit. There was our
friend on the move also and making off downwards.
Valerij shot first and hit but the boar continued on his
e fThen we both fired together and this time the
; 1(1)2':3 vilgﬁt }YVe discovered afterwards that all three

ome. _
e s oo msgcyradrmed
difsi . He was not therefore of the
sions I wanted for my museu .

As soon as we had dealt wi h hi L uBRCER e,
Yay we dragged it d with fus carcass in the usual

thence 1 own to the bottom of the valle
e taken home on an-ox-sled Y>

ge next day.

t )
Was now four o’clock, We had only an hour left

before
the vy usk. There could be no question of returning

i) we had come as we could not cope wi
good £, rﬁiﬁgnﬁ In the growing darkness.p \;Zlizl;ijsugh
» KIew a path which we could take if W}er
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N KOREAN WILDS AND VILLAGy, \

a height half an hour’s wa
¥ Oz ilreclare%l that even in the dalzlf:;?;w rey,
his path which he knew well, g, We ; °9u1§
on this. We did not know of any Koreap hut ?Clded
. mediate vicinity and the idea of spending t},, 0 the
milthout ole eping bags out in the open with , delllght
:)vffrost did not tempt US. The thought of the deféﬁes |
ful hot soup awaiting us ahofmealso had its Weight 3

When at last we 'reached the Pat.h in ques‘tion,'w
walked our very quickest and within three hoyrg Wz
were able to step Into our snug dwelling ang Squag
down on the warm floor of our room.

Next day Valerij and I.went'out separately and noy, |
he had the good luck to bring down the very arch type f |
boar I so much wanted. It was a really prime specimey
and its weight after removing the entrails was found ¢,
be 145 kilos. It had splendid tusks also. I bought it
from him and it is now in the Natural History Museum
at Stockholm. :

The day after this I had the great enjoyment of
seeing a herd of seventeen wild boars of all sizes
engaged in burrowing for acorns. When we first
espied them through our glasses at a distance of about
a mile and a half, Valerij exclaimed : “I hope there will |
be a Christmas pig among them ”’ B

I had been telling him that I was hoping we should |
ba% atshrpall animal suitable for our Christmas dinner. |
e Snlyu(;ﬁz ;lrlrned out the small Christmas boar was

© got out of that herd which we pursued

until dusk, Tt
we came up Was then too late to make for home but

On a native hut at th W
valley and the bottom of a narro
in it, PE-NMeratvery glad to spend the night

It '
and X: 11(11: lfliflglhtglrlllnt]? have a rest, e cooked our food |
: ‘0g cup after cup of tea, while our

keep tot
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5 BOAR ON S
Wik old fellow entertained us with

R ;

il frlendly pace petween Our 100m and the
,Oreﬂﬂ I gto th Oer oc Cupants, mOSt].y Chﬂdf(?n, Of the
gt he sI¥ Od hemselves and were staring at us
e L ~ geveral of the children had

efore.
1d us that when he was young
giberia, and that

Jl—Valerij's grandfather, who

. ot that time. Old Jankovski still lives
ing theré :
£ all elderly Koreans, 5 in former days
jn the mg often tO wander over the frontier to get work
theﬁsi Russians. 0Old Jankovski 1s still spoken of by
iy «Four Eyes,” 2 nickname given him be-
use he 59 excelled in the shooting of Chinese bandits
lieved he must have two eyes in the back
| ofhis head also.
 Valerjj told us now how his grandfather once on
cturning to his estate from a visit to Vladivostok,
ound that all the servants of the house with their wives
.nd children had been murdered by bandits. From
that time onwards his hatred of Chinese bandits had -
never cooled and he remained one of their most
dangerous foes.

We sat talking long 1nto the night in the light of the
smallest lamp 1 have ever seenl. It consisted of what
h?{d once been an inkpot about tWo inches high, filled
with paraffin and provided with a wick. I asked our
h‘_)St how much paraﬁin it took. to keep alight all the
winter and he answered that 2 bottle-full was usually

enough,

At last we lay dow
warmed clay floor. Next morning We =,
KOfean good_bye an d na Wh1r11ng .SIIOW-
storm to our hut, Wh in the evening.
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fap AN KOREAN WILDS AND VILLAgg,

Here we met 2 Captain Barton,. former]y of
British army, nOW 2 DUSINGSS Mman in Shangy,, - !
was staying as Jankovskis’ guest to hunt wilq his W]

We had a very pleasant evening in his Comp; %

Captain Barton, who had paid long visits to IIIY‘
.nd the Malay Peninsula, told us about a lot of intern d
ing fakir tricks and other wonderful things he haq b
He said that he had seen with his-own eyes th, feE
trick of walking bare-footed on glowing coals anda
mats of spikes without damage to the soles of thej, feg
He told us also that he had seen a couple of Indiang 4
religious festival draw a heavy cart which was fastey
with hooks of iron to their backs without their bleedj;
Our conversation was twice interrupted by the bull
bellowing in the kitchen. It sounded almost as thougf
?;il?wanted to make a protest when the stories were o

~ Next day we returned - |
was at hand, to ShUQtsu for Christmas now

S
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